
 
 
 

Dear Just Food Supporter, 

2020 started celebratory as we reached 10 years as an organization fighting hunger in Douglas 

County. In these ten years, we have learned so much. We have evolved to meet the needs of the 
families we serve and implemented innovative programs that change lives. Ten years ago when we 

were founded, and all the way until the beginning of this year, we had no idea that in 2020 we would 

be facing the single biggest impact to hunger in our country since the Great Depression. Fortunately, 
because of generous donors, volunteers and supporters like you, we were ready to answer the call. 

When the community was forced to close their doors we knew our doors needed to open wider. On 

March 14, 2020, we announced our plans to shift food distribution to pre-packaged boxes of 

groceries for contactless, curbside pick-up in order to socially distance safely, while still providing the 

food families need. In the first week alone, Just Food distributed over 50,000 pounds of food. More 
than half of the families that visited that week were there for the first time. Just Food continued this 

distribution until July 2020, through the snow, rain, and heat. We were also quick to meet the needs of 

our most vulnerable clients. Those who were home-bound, quarantining, or lacked transportation 

were able to access healthy food through our delivery service. 

In July, we resumed in-person shopping, limiting the number of shoppers at a time. This process 

allowed our clients to have a total choice shopping experience while still providing the space 

needed for social distancing. This year, we have had to increase our food purchasing by 250% to 

keep up with the demand and challenges of this year. COVID-19 was always one step ahead this 

year, but through it all we never closed our doors. This would have not been possible without you. 

The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic will linger for years to come. Families in our community have 
lost significant amounts of income. Thousands of people have filed for unemployment and receive 

food assistance through pantries and food banks, some for the first time  Our commitment to assisting 

these families has never waivered. From that very first car on the first day of curbside distribution to 
today, we are proud to say: every person who came to Just Food was served the food they needed. 

We are so grateful for the amazing supporters and volunteers who make this possible every day. 
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This week we are completing our holiday meal program. For both Thanksgiving and Winter Holidays, 
hundreds of families were able to have a little piece of normalcy this holiday season thanks to the 

generous support of this community. A holiday meal around the table means so much more in 2020. 

It is an opportunity to put the worries of the world aside, even just for a moment, and enjoy time with 

loved ones. Because after all, food is what brings people together, even when they are far away. 

No matter how long this lasts, we want Douglas County to know that we are here for everyone who 

needs help. This is our promise to the community: that we will emerge stronger as we work to diminish 
the impacts that this pandemic is having on our friends and neighbors. In 2021, Just Food will reopen 

in a renovated building to create an appropriate space for a safe and welcoming shopping area, 
teaching kitchen, and client services area. We look forward to welcoming you into our new space 

when we can safely host supporters like you.   

You make this possible. With every donation, volunteer shift, and share on Facebook, you are fighting 
hunger in our community. If 2020 has taught us anything, it is the little things that make the biggest 
difference. 

Happy Holidays,  

Elizabeth Keever 
Executive Director, Just Food 
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